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FRIENDSHIP 

The Long and the Short of it! 

If any of us were asked to recall the 
best days of our lives we would invari-
ably reflect on our time spent in 
school. Not because they were care-
free days or days of gay abandon but 
because of the friends and the 
friendships that we developed during 
this period. Some of us have spent 
twelve to fourteen years with mates 

over our school days; no wonder the bond is so strong and enduring. 

The strongest of friendships is established on ôLoveõ. The bond between 
friends is unshakeable and unbreakable. When misunderstanding arises 
true friends will treat each other in a way that does not displease the 
other. History is replete with stories of friends who were willing to face 
death rather than betray each other. Good friendships are not formed 
by accident. Enduring friendships are a product of hard work and self-
sacrifice. A true friend will love all the time without exception and the 
greatest test is when they remain by your side especially in times of dis-
tress. 

There is however times when friendships need to end. When you see 
that anotherõs activities could have a bad or negative influence you need 
to limit your contact with such companions. Many still try to endure 
thinking that they are being disloyal but hanging on because of this 
would eventually lead to disaster. 

When you lose a friend either physically or emotionally you will feel that 
something inside of you has died.  

So what must one do to make friendship endure?  

Good communication breathes life into a friendship. Good friends value 
each otherõs opinion, so communication between them needs to be both 
gracious and forthright. Donõt be afraid to let your opinion be known 
even though what you say may hurt. Remember a good friend will never 
be offended by good counsel. And of course please also remember that 
you must also accept good advice too!  

We will all make mistakes and stumble sometimes. The measure of true 
friendship is not how often we hurt each other but how completely we 
forgive those grievances.  
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òThe glory of friendship is not the outstretched hand, nor the kindly 
smile nor the joy of companionship; it is the spiritual inspiration that 
comes to one when he discovers that someone else believes in him and 
is willing to trust him.ó -   Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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 òDon't walk behind me; I may not lead. Don't walk in front of me; I may not follow. Just 
walk beside me and be my friend.ó  

Albert Camus 
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ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭΦ 
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ǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ  
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 True friendship isnõt about being there when itõs convenient;  

Itõs about being there when itõs not . 
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CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎǳƛǘǎ ƳŜΗ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƛǇǊƻŎŀƭΗ 
 

 
True Friends isnõt about who came first and who youõve known the longest, itõs 
about who came and never left! 
 

.  

tŀƴƪŀƧŀ   WŀƎŀƴƴŀǘƘ 
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! 
 ƳŀƴΣ ŀƴ ŀǾƛŘ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ ǎŀǿ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ .ǳǧŜǊƅȅ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŜƎƎǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǘǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ {ƛƴŎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŀƎŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŜƎƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ 

Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ IŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎ ƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƎƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŎǊŀŎƪǎΦ ! ǝƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƻ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴϥǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƪƴŜǿ ƴƻ ōƻǳƴŘǎΦ  
 
IŜ Ǝƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƎƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳǇŀ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ IŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ǇǳǇŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ǳǊƎŜ ǘƻ ϦI9[tϦΦ IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǇǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎ ōǊŜŀƪΣ ŀ ƴƛǇ 
ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀ ƴƛǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇŀ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŜŎǎǘŀǝŎΗ IŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇŀ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƅȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǊǾŀŜ ǇǳǇŀ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ 
ƻǾŜǊǎƛȊŜŘ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ŎǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ п ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘΗ 
 
5ŜǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǘŀƴƛǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ Iƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊǾŀŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ǇǳǎƘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƻ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ǿƛƴƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪ ƭƛŦŜ ŎȅŎƭŜΦ  
 
Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀƎŜǊƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƭƛŦŜΗ 
 
{ǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŜũƻǊǘ ƎƻŜǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ƭƛŦŜϥǎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǝŜǎΗ 
 
!ǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŜ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛŦŜϥǎ ƘŀǊǎƘ ǊŜŀƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘπ
ƳŜƴǘǎΦ ²Ŝ Řƻƴϥǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘΦ 
 
hǾŜǊ-ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ ²ŜϥǊŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 
 
 

"It is our job to prepare our children for the road; 
Not prepare the road for our children" 

 

! a9{{!D9 ¢h t!w9b¢{ 
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LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ 
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LƴǘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ 
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LƴǾŜǎǝǘǳǊŜ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ  


